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Dear Members and friends,  
 
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2020 - a time of great uncertainty around the world and 
disruption to our daily lives and the events organised by the PSM Association. 
Firstly, congratulations to the recipients of a Public Service Medal in the Australia Day Honours 
Awards.  They were: 
 
Jan Cornish:   
For outstanding public service to asset management in local government in South Australia 
 
Professor Ted Mah:   
For outstanding public service to public health in South Australia 
 
Deborah Pearce:   
For outstanding public service to people with a disability, and to South Australian Police 
 
Dr Dale Lambert (A Commonwealth Government recipient): 
 For outstanding public service in the use of artificial intelligence in surveillance and 
reconnaissance, command and control, intelligence and autonomous platforms. 
 
Congratulations to all recipients - well deserved.  Unfortunately the investiture ceremony to present 
the Awards, scheduled for early April was indefinitely postponed due to the current health situation. 
The COVID-19 situation has also significantly impacted our proposed program for the remainder of 
the year.  After a very successful visit to Port Adelaide in February, we have had to postpone our 
visits to the Botanic Gardens and Law Courts, probably until next year.  We hope to be all clear 

for the visit to Old Government House, on Sunday morning, 13 September.  In addition our AGM 

Secretary  
Mr. Andy McPharlin  
amcpharlin@bigpond.com 
0407 568 450 
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Dinner is still scheduled for 16 October. We will provide further information nearer these events, 
however pencil them into your diaries.  
 
On a happier note I am pleased to welcome recent recipient Prof Mah as our newest member of 
the Association. 
 
On behalf of the PSM Association Committee, I wish you, your family and friends a safe passage 
through the coronavirus epidemic, and hope we are able to get out and about before the Old 
Government House visit. 
 
Don Plowman PSM - President 
 
 

Investiture of PSM recipients 
 

The Investiture of PSM recipients in the 2020 Australia Day Awards has been postponed due to 

the current situation. Here is more detailed information about each recipient: 
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Ms Deborah Ann PEARCE, Woodcroft SA 5162 

For outstanding public service to people with a disability and to SA Police. 

 

Ms Pearce has worked tirelessly targeting employment opportunities for people with a disability in 

the law enforcement sector in South Australia. She is responsible for the Business Support unit in 

the Southern District of SA Police, a role she has held since 1999. In this role she manages the 

buildings, facilities, infrastructure and staffing of administrative support across four major Police 

patrol bases. 

 

In addition to her substantive role she has provided training and employment opportunities to in 

excess of 160 people with disabilities from marginalised and Indigenous communities, as well 

those who are long term unemployed or have mental health issues.  

 

It is estimated that over 100 of these people have gained employment as a result of the training, 

experience, mentoring and professional leadership she has provided since 2009. 

 

She was also heavily involved in writing and developing the SA Police Disability and Inclusion Plan 

(DAIP) in 2018. The DAIP addresses the overall strategic and practical application of diversity and 

inclusion. She consistently goes above and beyond her role and responsibilities to improve 

systems and processes, to enhance efficiencies and provide opportunities.  

 

Ms Pearce’s assistance to people with a disability through employment opportunities has positively 

impacted their lives, and provided ongoing benefit to SA Police and the community of South 

Australia.  

 

 

Recent Association Activities 
 

Before the COVID-19 outbreak took hold the association was able to undertake our first planned 
visit of the year. Andy has prepared a report with some lovely photos to enjoy. 
 

Port Adelaide Historic Tour on Saturday 8 February 2020 
 
For many years the Association has held its first social function of the year on Australia Day.  With 
many members having other commitments on this day, the Committee decided to move the first 
event to early February, while retaining the tradition of a substantial lunch and some physical 
activity. 
 
The location chosen, at the suggestion of active Association member Jeff Preiss, was Port 
Adelaide. The initial concept was to undertake a guided historic walk, followed by a river cruise and 
ending with lunch at the Birkenhead Tavern. 
 
With Saturday 8 February 2020 chosen as the date for the event, bookings for the three 
components were attempted. Unfortunately the river cruise was not available that day due to the 
vessel being hired for a private function. However with the help of Nick Blight from the Visitors 
Centre, guided tours of both the Port precinct and the 100 year old sailing ship, the HMAS Falie 
were arranged.  
 
A total of 14 members and partners undertook the two tours, with expert commentary provided by 
passionate volunteer guides John Ford for the historic walk and Keith Ridgeway for the Falie. John 
provided a wonderful insight into  community life and the significant buildings in and around the 
Black Diamond corner area of Port Adelaide in the early days of the Colony. Keith provided us with 
unrestricted access onto the surprisingly large Falie, outlining its long and unique history and his 
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team’s efforts to preserve it for future generations. It is State’s only remaining cargo ketch on 
water, though sadly is no longer operable. 
 
The lunch the Birkenhead Tavern that followed the tours, was attended by 19 members and 
partners, and proved to be an excellent venue, offering great food and views over the Port River.  
The success of the day confirmed the decision to change the format, with future February events 
being reserved for historic related tours in other parts of the City.  
 
 
Andy McPharlin PSM 
 

 
 

Historic Walk 

 
 

Tour of the Falie 
 
 
 
Summer and Autumn of 2020 
 
What a challenging summer and Autumn we are all experiencing this year.  We began with 
incredible heat, bushfires and now Coronavirus/COVID-19. As a volunteer in the Emergency 
Services Section of South Australia Red Cross this year has seen both myself and Rose Rhodes 
very busy.  Rose is the current chair of the SA Divisional Advisory Board of which I am also a 
member.  From late 2019 when the bushfires began we have been involved in the Emergency 
Operation Centre in the Pirie Street Office undertaking a variety of roles, including (for me) State 
Commander of the Red Cross Incident Management Team. We have also been deployed to Relief 
Centre's based at the Turramurra Sports Centre in Highbury, Lobethal and Kangaroo Island (KI) as 
well as outreach visits in the hills and KI. Sadly the face to face aspect of the work has now had to 
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stop due to social distancing, but please remember these communities as there is still a long way 
for them to go to recover. 
 

 I thought it might be of interest to give you some insight of what the KI deployments have involved. 
As a volunteer agency Red Cross in SA comes under the authority of SA Housing for this type of 
emergency. If SA Housing is asked to set up a Relief and/or Recovery Centre, by the lead agency 
in a disaster, Red Cross is called upon to deploy with them, and our initial three main roles are to 
provide 'Meet and Greet' to all those coming into the Centres, to complete the initial registration 
process including entering everyone who arrives at the Centre on the Red Cross 'Register Find 
and Reunite' national database so that they can easily be found by anxious relatives. Our third 
major role is to provide Psychological First Aid (PFA) to anyone in need.  

 
 The Kangaroo Island Relief Centre was initially established at Kingscote which rapidly became a 

place of safety for the first few days when the fires were at their height. Once the initial danger had 
passed even though some areas of the island were still burning, the Relief Centre was relocated to 
Parndana in the mid area of the island to be more accessible to those affected by the fires. As the 
weeks passed this Centre was modified to become a Recovery Centre, which as the name 
suggests means the long journey to recovery has begun. 

 
  Red Cross has provided a team of usually 4 or 5 experienced volunteers from the mainland for a 4 

day deployment often supported by a local Red Cross volunteer as well. Over the weeks we have 
met with many of the islanders who have been affected in some way. It has been very humbling to 
be able to support people as their personal tragedy unfolds. Since January I have deployed to KI 
four times and have met some amazing people.  

 
 As the recovery process continued, both Red Cross and SA Housing also provided outreach 

support to people in their homes or at the site of properties damaged or lost in the fires.  This can 
be very challenging, but also rewarding and we have travelled many kilometers back and forth 
across the Island and I now know my way around like never before!  KI locals are incredible 
people, very resilient and determined. So many who have actually lost a great deal,  have needed 
to be really encouraged to seek help - feeling others were worse of than themselves. To meet an 
elderly woman who had lost her home, living in a make shift building with no toilet, digging a hole in 
the ground each day, but still keeping her head held high, or at another home, to see the tears of 
relief when the neighbours turned up with trucks and diggers to help clear up the site of a totally 
destroyed home is incredible. 

 
 So much has been destroyed and yet there is still so much beauty. On my last visit in early March 

new growth could be seem on some trees, but clearly some will never recover. The far end of the 
island has suffered really badly but again there has been much activity and effort poured into the 
recovery process by some many agencies both state and volunteer. Some of these include  
visits by  well known personalities to encourage the community - Sophie Thompson a well known 
specialist gardener, living in the Adelaide Hills, our Governor, His Excellency the Honorable Hieu 
Van Le AC, John Schumann musician, the  ADF, assistance from Blaze Aid, the  Uniting Church 
Ministries, PIRSA, and many animal organizations - the list goes on.  

 
 As indicated Red Cross is not at the moment able to send over volunteers from the mainland due 

to the COVID-19 emergency, but we are certainly not sitting on our hands as now a new on-line 
welfare call service has been established across SA (and other states) to help people in relation to 
the pandemic.  

 
Val Smyth PSM 
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 Hanson Bay      Playford Highway 
  
 

  
 
                                Sunrise at Kingscote                New growth on the trees 

 
Where to next - in 2020? 

 
As you will know we had plans to visit a  number of interesting places this  year - , but for the 
moment these plans need to be put on hold because of the COVID-19, but we will rebook as soon 
as it is appropriate.   

 
PUBLIC SERVICE MEDAL ASSOCIATION - 2020 PROGRAM  
 

 Old Government House tour – 13 September 

 AGM and Dinner – 16 October 

 Christmas morning tea - 4December 
 

 
SA PSMA website. 
 
Have you visited the website recently? Don't forget our website is live and can be found at: 
http://www.sapublicservicemedal.asn.au/ 
 
Slowly but surely we continue to add more information. If you have something to share - especially 
photos please let Andy know.  This site belongs to all of us, so let us make it of value to us all.  
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Do you know any of these people?  
 

 
 
We are updating our contact details and are looking for the people listed below  
 
If you know any details please let us know 
 
2000     Ronald Mark Shanks (road traffic) 
2004     Margaret Ann Simmons (criminology) 
2006     Geoffrey Raymond Rogers (Indigenous education)   
2013     Lynne Symons (education)  
2014     Pauline Mary Barnett (criminal law)  
2014     Kristen Cook (health) 
2017     Joyleen Thomas (indigenous affairs)   
 
 
We are also looking to update the details of the following people. If you are able to help us we 
contact us. Thank you  
 
Kerry Colbung (2009), Phillipa Duigan (2010), Gaye Lieven (2002), Jane Lemon (2015),   
Ian Mannix (2012), Michelle Patterson (2012), Marcia Stewart (2004), Oleg Sharoglazor (2004). 

 
For your information - Association Office Bearers/Committee members 

2018-19 
 

Position Name 

President Don Plowman 

Vice President Stuart Hocking 

Secretary/Treasurer Andy McPharlin 

Newsletter Val Smyth 

Committee Members  

Chris Dearman 

 

Greg Parker 

Sue Ireland 

 Mehdi Doroudi 

 
COVID-19 - How about you? 

 
While this emergency continues to unfold we are thinking of you all. Please keep safe. Keep up 
your social distancing but also keep moving - we all want to be as fit and well as possible when this 
come to an end. If we can be of assistance to you or you would just like to have a chat please give 
us a ring.  
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Newsletter items 
 

 
 
 
If you have interesting articles or story to share with members please submit them to Val Smyth. 
We welcome the opportunity to share knowledge with each other. 

 

 

If you have a new or changed email address- please let our Secretary, 
Andy McPharlin know (address at the top of the newsletter). 

 
 
 

 


