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FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

 
 
 

 
Dear Members and friends,  
 
Welcome to the Autumn 2021 Newsletter, my first as President.  Having filled all the other 
committee roles over the past eight years. I am honoured to now serve as your President during 
this challenging time for everyone. 
 
I will be greatly supported by an active and highly qualified Committee, led by immediate past 
President Don Plowman as Secretary/Treasurer. Our focus this year will be on increasing both 
membership numbers and the value individual members get from their membership, particularly 
country-based members.  
 
My congratulations go to those awarded the Public Service Medal in the Australia Day Honours 
List this year.  The SA nominated recipients were: 
 
Ms Sarah Moore – SA Pathology (Cancer Pathology) 
Ms Erma Ranieri – Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Dr Duncan Taylor – SA Health (Forensic Science) 
 
All three have been contacted and invited to join the Association, with Dr Taylor already registering 
his interest in joining. 
 

President 
Mr. Andy McPharlin  
E amcpharlin@bigpond.com 
M 0407 568 450 
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Last November I attended the Investiture of the 2020 Queen’s Birthday PSM recipients at 
Government House. Despite the COVID rule restrictions, this was still a wonderful event to 
recognise the contributions of such outstanding public servants. More details of this event and 
photos of the recipients are covered later in the Newsletter. 
 
The activities for the year kicked off with a wonderful Member’s lunch at Don’s place on the 29 
January. The weather, venue and food were perfect and made for a most enjoyable afternoon. 
Special thanks to Don and Bronwyn for hosting us all. 
 
Our second social event was a tour of Old Government House at Belair on Sunday 14 March. The 
garden there has special significance for our Life Member, Dene Cordes, who was on hand to 
enrich our knowledge of the history of the site. More on this later in the Newsletter. 
 
The third social event will be a tour of the Adelaide Botanical Gardens on 7 May – more details on 
this visit will follow shortly. The tour of the Law Courts we had planned for July is now looking 
unlikely. At our last Committee meeting Greg Parker, who would have conducted the tour, reported 
that no tours are currently being held due to COVID restrictions.  The Committee is currently 
pursuing an alternative event should the situation not change. 
 
The AGM Dinner scheduled for 15 October and the Member’s morning tea on 3 December are 
expected to be held as planned. Advance notice of these events will appear on our website, with 
email invitations to follow nearer the day. 
 
In closing my thanks to Val Smyth for preparing this Newsletter, as well as the other contributors of 
articles. We plan to again produce two Newsletters per year, one in Autumn and the other in Spring 
and distribute them to all PSM recipients on our Register, whether a member or not. Contributions 
from members are welcome any time 
 
I trust you enjoy reading this Newsletter and look forward to seeing you at our next function. 
 
 
Andy McPharlin PSM – President 
 
 

RECENT PSM RECIPIENTS 
 

 
 

PSM Awards announced on the Australia Day 2021 
 
The following three South Australian Public Servants, awarded the Public Service Medal, were 
announced on Australia day 2021: 
 
Ms Sarah Moore – for outstanding public service to cancer pathology science in South Australia. 
Ms Erma Ranieri – for outstanding public service to people management and to public sector 
reform in South Australia 
Dr Duncan Taylor – for outstanding public service to forensic DNA statistics in South Australia. 
 
Erma Ranieri has been a long-term supporter of the PSM Association in her role as 
Commissioner for Public Sector Employment, so we are particularly thrilled that she has been 
recognised in this way. 
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Investiture of Awards announced on the Queens Birthday 2020 
 

In the Spring Newsletter, Don outlined the differing arrangements in place for the investiture 

processes in 2020 due to COVID-19.  

 

The Investiture of Awards announced on the Queen’s Birthday last year were delayed until 

November and held over five sessions.  The three PSM recipients were Jacqueline Costanzo 

(Disability Services), Erik Dahl (National Parks & Wildlife) and Paul Engelhardt (Education). Being 

after our AGM, it meant I was invited to attend the Investiture on 12 November as a special guest 

for the first time representing the PSM Association. As well as the three PSM recipients, AM, OAM, 

Corrections and Ambulance Medals were also presented.  

The format of the Investiture I went to was slightly more relaxed than the one Don attended. On 

this occasion there were more official guests allowed (10) and up to six guests of each recipient, to 

view the presentations by the Governor, Hieu Van Le.  Once presented with their medals, each 

recipient had a brief chat with the Governor, had their photograph taken before leaving with their 

guests.  It was very moving to see the pride on the faces of all the recipients and their guests as 

their citations were read out and their medals presented. Many were in their work uniform, with a 

good balance of regional and metropolitan recipients. 

 
Following the presentation I was fortunate enough to join the other official guests for lunch with the 
Governor and Mrs Le, both charming hosts. 
 
Photographs of those receiving their medals are shown below. Details of their citations were 
provided in the last Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
His Excellency the Governor, Hieu Van Le, with Jacqueline Costanzo, Erik Dahl and David Engelhardt 
(photos courtesy of Tom Roschi) 
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Sadly, two of our PSM recipients recently passed away but it is an honour to be able 
to share some of their life stories with you all in this edition of our Newsletter.  
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Robert Schwarz PSM passed away in May 2020.  He was nominated for his award in 2017 and 
received the Public Service Medal in the Australia Day Honours, reflecting his achievements in 
public finance. Part of the citation read as follows: 

Mr Schwarz has been an outstanding public servant throughout his long career and he has 
consistently performed at the highest level. He has demonstrated leadership and innovation across 
a diverse range of public finance policy issues, both at the state level and in the national arena. He 
combines an in depth understanding of both technical and policy aspects of issues with a strong 
commitment and passion for sound policy development and implementation. 

Of particular note is his work in relation to Horizontal Fiscal Equalisation (HFE). His depth of 
knowledge and intellectual capacity have earned him the respect of his colleagues which was 
evidenced through his selection to work on the GST Distribution Review nationally. He was also 
highly influential in the policy and financial modelling work which supported the national tax reforms 
of the early 2000s that were associated with the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax and 
the related reforms to Commonwealth-State financial relations which have endured. 

It is unusual for the achievements of public servants to be recognised by Members of Parliament in 
the manner they were for Robert. The following message was delivered by The Hon. R.I. 
LUCAS: 

This is unusual, and I think it is the first time I have ever done it as a minister, but I wanted to make 
a ministerial statement today to pay tribute to an outstanding public servant who sadly passed 
away earlier this week, Mr Robert Schwarz. Due to the unusual circumstances we are living in with 
COVID-19, it will be impossible for many of us who would like to pay tribute to him either at his 
funeral or memorial service to acknowledge his outstanding contribution, so I have sought leave to 
make this statement to place on the public record a little of the history of Robert Schwarz. 

Similar messages were delivered by Tom Koutsantonis and Stephen Mulligan.  The highlights of 
Robert's career have been extracted from the three presentations. 

Rob Schwarz was born in September 1951. He graduated from the University of Adelaide with an 
honours degree in economics in 1973. For the next 42 years, he devoted his energies and 
considerable abilities to the development of good public sector policy measures across a range of 
economic and financial issues. He worked for the Commonwealth Treasury, from 1973 to 1976 and 

 

 
Vale 

 

Robert Schwartz PSM 
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spent a brief period of time in London with The Banker magazine.   He then returned to Melbourne 
with the Commercial Bank, after which he returned to South Australia in 1979, joining the 
South Australian Public Service, working in the economics unit located initially in the department of 
economic development and later in the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. 

Robert Schwarz, in his long and illustrious career in Treasury and the Public Service, played a key 
role in the early nineties in the strategy for the recovery of the state's finances following the State 
Bank collapse in 1991. He helped set up the South Australian Government Financing Authority in 
the early 1980s under former Premier and Treasurer, John Bannon.  

In 1990, Robert was appointed Assistant Under Treasurer in the Department of Treasury and 
Finance. Over the next 25 years, he provided policy advice across a wide range of areas, including 
the state economy, tax reform, Commonwealth-state relations, gambling policy, water policy and 
budget reform. During this period, there were many reforms with significant and lasting financial 
implications for the state. 

Crucially, the goods and services tax, which was introduced in the period of 1999-00, included 
perhaps the most fundamental reform to Commonwealth-state financial relations. Robert took a 
lead role in developing and advising government on the policy settings and also the principles 
underpinning the GST, including horizontal fiscal equalisation—as the member for West Torrens 
has said, the tenet that an Australian should be able to receive the same quality services 
regardless of where they live. 

Robert rapidly developed a national reputation in Commonwealth-state financial relations. His deep 
understanding of the policies and principles underpinning these relations led him to being 
appointed as one of only two state representatives to the national Greiner review of horizontal 
fiscal equalisation.  
 
Robert retired from the Department of Treasury and Finance in 2015 but continued as a volunteer 
policy adviser in the Premier's Department until ill health forced him to relinquish that role at the 
end of 2017. In that year, he was awarded the Public Service Medal. 

Prepared by Stuart Hocking and Don Plowman 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Marden Cain was born on August 12th 1934 to Marjorie and Reginald Cain; the first of 5 

children. He grew up in Westbourne Park and Hawthorn, was a choir boy at St Columba’s Church 
and later in the St Peter’s Cathedral Choir. 
 

 

David Marden Cain PSM 
 

‘It is better to have tried and 
failed rather than failed to try’ 
 
Born: 12 August 1934 Adelaide 
 
Died: 16 February 2021 Adelaide 
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David showed determination and leadership throughout his life and his efforts were regularly 
recognised.  He was awarded a scholarship to attend Pulteney Grammar School prior to working 
as an office boy at The Advertiser.  While employed there, David enrolled in an accountancy 
course, which he completed at the same time as raising a family.  During these years David also 
completed National Service training in the army and became a volunteer member of the 3/9th SA 
Mounted Rifles for four years.  He was with The Advertiser group for about 10 years, ending up as 
the Office Manager for a printing subsidiary, Craftsman press. He then moved to an advertising 
agency, Clem Taylor O’Brien, where he spent 12 years, rising to the position of Company 
Secretary.  
 
His next move was to Mildura as General Manager of the local television station STV8, before 
returning to Adelaide as General Secretary of Red Cross.   David made a major contribution to the 
services provided by Red Cross. He received the Red Cross Medal for Meritorious Service for his 
efforts coordinating support services and supplies for those impacted by Cyclone Tracey in Darwin. 
 
His next major role was with the Citrus Board of South Australia where he led the marketing 
arrangements for citrus at a time of significant global competition and oversupply.  David's major 
achievement was negotiating access for Australian citrus fruits to the US.  Reaching agreement 
with the US authorities regarding phytosanitary arrangements, quality assurance and consistency 
of supply took around 8 years to complete. He travelled regularly to the US to negotiate 
arrangements and monitor the out-turn of fruit packed to meet their requirements.  The significance 
of his persistence and dedication was recognised when he was awarded the Public Service Medal 
in 1999. Through the Citrus Board, he became involved with the Royal Show Society where he 
was made an Honorary Member in 2009.  David retired from the Citrus Board of South Australia in 
1999 giving him more time to devote to family and friends and to pursue his involvement in Lions 
International. 
 
Lions International was a very big part of David’s life. In 1966 he became a charter member of the 
Mitcham Lions Club and gave many years of dedicated service.  He held the prestigious position of 
District Governor in 1978-79 and was well known for his enthusiasm, commitment and drive to 
achieve.  His contribution was acknowledged by the many "Lions" who attended the Funeral 
Service. 
 
David met his future wife, Jenny, at an early stage and married in 1958.  They were totally 
supportive of their children, Tim, Chris and Cindy, their grandchildren and their great grandchildren.  
They were proud of their achievements and that they too shared their values and commitment to 
society. Unfortunately, Jenny developed Alzheimer's Disease and required much care and support, 
which David willingly provided.  She passed away in 2005 leaving a huge gap in David's life. 
 
David was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma in 2013 .He was not however deterred and continued 
to engage with family and friends, while enjoying their support and friendship. He played golf and 
tennis into his 82nd year and enjoyed travelling overseas and interstate to visit family and explore 
many places. David is survived by his three children, nine grandchildren, nine great grandchildren 
and his companion, Marie. 
 
He lived his life fully and always approached it with his favorite motto: ‘It is better to have tried 
and failed rather than failed to try’. 
 
Prepared by Don Plowman with assistance from David’s family 
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Upcoming Events in 2021 
 
As you will know in 2020 plans to visit a number of interesting places last year had to be put on 
hold. Slowly the doors are reopening and we are pleased to announce that we are able to get 
together for a number of events this year. Please see information about upcoming events and note 
the dates for your diary 

 
 Visit and tour of Adelaide Botanic Gardens – 7 May 2021  

 AGM and Dinner – 15 October  2021at Living Choice Function Room, Fullarton, to be 
confirmed 

 Christmas Morning Tea – 3 December 2021, to be confirmed 
 

 
 
 

This edition we are delighted to be able to bring you two ‘Whos Who’. The first allows us all to get 
to know Andy McPharlin our current President a little better and the second gives some insight into 
the impact the Covid crisis has had on SA Health who are the lead agency managing the 
Pandemic. 

 
 Discussion with our President Andy McPharlin PSM  

 

 
 

Andy receiving his PSM from then Lieutenant Governor Hieu Van Le in 2008 

 
I recently caught up for coffee with our new Association President, Andy McPharlin. While well 
known to the longer standing members of the Association, I thought newer members might 
appreciate reading a little about Andy’s career and his involvement with the PSMA. 
 
Andy grew up in the country township of Balaklava, where the McPharlin family had farmed since 
1878. He first came to Adelaide in 1969 to boarding school, when his parents sold the Balaklava 
farm and moved to Eden Valley. 
 
After graduating from Adelaide University in 1977 with an honors degree in Civil Engineering, he 
joined the Engineering and Water Supply Department (now SA Water), and remaining there for his 
whole career, before retiring in 2016. 
 
During his 39 years with EWS/SA Water he worked in all regions of the state, mainly in 
management positions associated with water operations and maintenance – a lot of hole- digging, 
is how Andy described it. In 2007 Andy was awarded the PSM for outstanding public service in the 
field of water management.  At the time of receiving his PSM he was in the position of Regional 
Manager South East, based in Mount Gambier. The award was in part recognition of his 
interagency leadership in the areas of disaster response, drought recovery and Blue Lake 
management.  
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In 2009 he returned to Adelaide to take on lead roles in preparing the State Water Security Plan 
and later the Alliance Contract for Adelaide’s water and wastewater services. 
 
Andy joined the Association in 2010 and first served on the Committee in 2012. Since then, he has 
served as Treasurer and/or Secretary for much of that period. He has played a lead role in 
establishment of the website, incorporation of the Association and development of the 
Association’s administration and finance procedures, as well as organizing many of the social 
events the Association has put on.  
 
As President he is keen to build on the fine work of past Presidents. In particular he is keen to look 
for ways to add value to being an Association member. Subsidising the last AGM Dinner and 
Member’s lunch were recent examples of this. The Committee this year is also keen to grow 
membership through our own personal contacts. Andy supports rotating the executive positions 
every 2-3 years to spread the load and maintain the flow of fresh ideas. 
 
Andy is married to Lynda and has two adult children Daniel and Emily. Lynda is a regular attendee 
at Association functions and has a gained quite a reputation for her desserts. Andy’s recreational 
interests include AFL, tennis, bowls and travel. He is also heavily involved with the Elizabeth 
Conference of St Vincent de Paul, St Ann’s College Foundation and King’s College Old Scholars. 
 
2019 for Andy and Lynda like the rest of us was a very different year than any of us could have 
imagined. Functions and holidays were cancelled and Andy’s family were not able to gather as 
usual for many months, but fortunately were able to reunite over Christmas, which was a very 
happy time. While COVID has impacted us all, there are better days ahead. 
 
Prepared by Val Smyth (with a lot of help from Andy) 

 

FIRST HAND COVID EXPERIENCES   
 

Discussion with Dr Evan Everest – Deputy Chief Health Officer  
 
It was really good to be able to catch up with several colleagues from my working days as Director 
of Emergency Management in SA Health and in particular Dr Evan Everest. Dr Everest is Senior 
Intensive Care Consultant Flinders Medical Centre (FMC) and one of three people appointed to the 
role of Deputy Chief Public Health Officer to support the work of the Chief Public Health Officer 
Professor Nicola Spurrier in leading South Australia’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Dr 
Everest, has many years’ experience as a Senior Intensive Care Consultant at FMC and at present 
has a key role as Deputy State Controller Health. Working alongside Dr Everest is Paul McGowen 
the current Disaster Preparedness and Resilience Branch Director who has an extensive 
background in the military which has been really valuable for this current situation. 
 
Dr Everest described those first few days when the COVID crisis unfolded in SA and some of the 
steps that had to be taken to set in place the plans that we now know as common place to keep us 
all safe. Dr Everest indicated that it became clear over that first weekend when there was an 
escalation of cases in Sydney that we were going to need to put in place a very significant 
response.  Professor Spurrier held urgent meetings with key specialists including Prof Chris 
Baggoley, a past Chief Medical Officer for SA and Australia and a clear and detailed plan was 
developed which included the decision to close our borders and declare a major emergency under 
the Emergency Management Act 1983 as a matter of urgency. 
 
Dr Everest outlined some of these changes. In a very short space of time SA Health implemented 
a Level 3 Incident Team which effectively meant bringing together a significant number of staff 
from across many government agencies to share their expertise and to work as one. Health were 
exceptionally lucky that the State’s Emergency Services were able to provide the Incident 
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Management Team (IMT) personnel to setup and run the State Control Centre-Health (SCC-H) in 
the first few weeks of the Emergency Management Declaration.  CFS provided a significant 
number of people for the IMT and co-ordinated with other emergency services for the ongoing IMT 
manning.  Remember this was just after the bad bushfires that the State had experienced in the 
previous 3-4 months. 
 
In the SA Health building all the 2nd floor is now designated to the SCC-H pandemic response. This 
team includes senior police response personnel in the control centre and specialised defence staff. 
The defence staff in particular have been called in to assist hospitals with looking at clinical 
systems and acuity, including ICU surge capacity and the possible need to reschedule elective 
surgery to cope with the potential presentation of large numbers of COVID patients and possibly 
many needing assisted ventilation. Fortunately, that situation has not arisen in SA but we now have 
plans are in place to manage up to 300 ventilated patients at one time should the need arise.   
 
This combination of organisations has and continues after one year to work well together, working 
on a wide range of issues from management of medi-hotels, COVID testing, border control, flight 
entry and quarantine arrangements etc, the list goes on and now includes planning the vaccination 
roll out.  Dr Everest stated that there have been many new challenges to face, not the least being 
the management of the medi-hotels, which was not something that anyone could have readily 
anticipated.  
 
I asked Dr Everest – “What next”? Clearly, we are not yet back to business as usual and while 
enormous hurdles have been overcome there still remains much to do and we are not through the 
pandemic yet. Dr Everest indicated that we still are facing many challenges not the least being that 
at the present time, there is another crisis which is requiring a lot of work by government agencies 
and that is the current fruit fly outbreak.  A range of government agencies are working intensively 
on this issue and at the same time SA Health is involved in the arrangements to safely bring fruit 
pickers from interstate and overseas into SA, while not putting anyone at increased COVIDrisk.  
 
None of this happens without many hours of planning and implementation and Dr Everest was very 
quick to complement the amazing work and the many long hours that a vast array of people has 
put in and continues to put in to ensure our safety.  
 
On behalf of us all I thanked Dr Everest for the amazing work he and the SA Health and associated 
organisations have undertaken over the past twelve months. We will be forever grateful. 
 
Val Smyth PSM, RN (past Director of Emergency Management SA Health)  

 

 
ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 

 
PSM Association Members Lunch 

 
The Christmas morning tea, planned for early December 2020, was called off due to COVID 
restrictions.  Your PSMA Committee agreed to replace this event with a casual lunch, held at Don 
and Bronwyn Plowman's place on Friday 29 January 2021. 
 
Twenty-seven members and partners were thankful for the lovely weather on the day along with 
well-cooked BBQ (by our President) and salads, followed by an extraordinary selection of desserts 
that people had brought to share. 
There was so much chatting going on that no one thought to take a few pictures.  All seemed to 

enjoy the afternoon and agreed it was a good start to the Association's program for the year. 

 
Don Plowman 
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Visit to Old Government House Belair March 2021 
 

 
On Sunday 14 March, a group of 26 members and their partners visited Old Government House at 
Belair National Park. 
 
The house was used by Governors MacDonnell, Daly and Ferguson as a summer retreat between 
1860 and 1880, before being superseded by a more substantial residence at Marble Hill. Later the 
property was used by the Woods and Forest Department to house their park curators, before being 
returned for public use in 1961. 
 
Originally known as the “Governor’s Cottage”, being small by vice-regal standards. It is constructed 
of local dressed stone with brick quoins and features a bay window with a turret and flagpole to 
distinguish it from other domestic buildings. Adjacent to the House is the former servants’ quarters 
and a Coach House, where we had morning tea. Surrounding the buildings is a recently 
redesigned cottage garden. In October 2018 the first redeveloped garden bed was dedicated as 
‘Dianne’s Garden’ in honour of Dianne Cordes (late wife of Dene), who was a Founding member 
and past president of the Friends of Old Government House. 
 
Conducting the tours of the House and Servants’ Quarters were Friends volunteers David and 
Dianne. Ours was the first tour of the site since tours were stopped last year due to COVID-19. 
The buildings now house many treasures, including period furniture and many historical items from 
the mid-1860’s, such as a rifle belonging to explorer John McDouall Stuart and a piano from the 
family of aviators Sir Ross and Keith Smith. 
 

                                                                                   
 Dene Cordes in 'Dianne's Garden'                                                  Rose and Bronwyn in the OGH Dining Room                       

                                      
Members enjoying morning tea in the old Coach House        David's tour group in the Servant’s Quarters 

The tour was greatly enjoyed by all those who attended, which included for the first time 
Commonwealth PSM recipient Keith Lokan and his wife Jan, who we hope to see at future 
functions. Thanks go to Don for organising this excellent event. 
 
Andy McPharlin 
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SA PSMA website 
 
Have you visited the website recently? Don't forget our website is live and can be found at: 
http://www.sapublicservicemedal.asn.au/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you help? Are these members known to you??? 
 

We are updating our contact details and are looking for the people listed: 
 
2000     Ronald Mark Shanks (road traffic),  
2004     Margaret Ann Simmons (criminology) 
2006     Geoffrey Raymond Rogers (Indigenous education) ,  
2013     Lynne Symons (education)  
2014     Pauline Mary Barnett (criminal law),  
2014     Kristen Cook (health) 
2017     Joyleen Thomas (indigenous affairs)   

 

 
If you have interesting articles or story to share with members please submit them to Val Smyth.  

 
If you have changed your email address please advise our Secretary, Don Plowman  

 
ASSOCIATION OFFICE BEARERS/COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2021-22 

 

Position Name 

President Andy McPharlin 
 
Don Plowman Vice President Stuart Hocking 

Secretary/Treasurer Don Plowman 

Newsletter Editor Val Smyth 

Committee Members Chris Dearman 

Greg Parker 

Sue Ireland 

Mehdi Doroudi 

                MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION                                   
 

Thank you to all those who have paid their membership subscriptions for 2021. If 
you are still needing make your payment please do so as per details on your 

invoice. 
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